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This definitive biography of Anne Boleyn establishes her as a figure of considerable importance

and influence in her own right.A full biography of Anne Boleyn, based on the latest scholarly

research.Focusses on Anne’s life and legacy and establishes Anne as a figure of considerable

importance and influence in her own right.Adulteress or innocent victim? Looks afresh at the

issues at the heart of Anne's downfall.Pays attention to her importance as a patron of the arts,

particularly in relation to Hans Holbein.Presents evidence about Anne’s spirituality and her

interest in the intellectual debates of the period.Takes account of significant advances in

knowledge in recent years.

"[Ives is] splendidly successful... Ives's Boleyn, a portrait at all points supported by the

evidence he gives, is clever, independent-minded and politically astute. Ives has gone as far as

anyone can... in solving the enigma of Boleyn in a narrative at once profoundly researched and

lively." Antonia Fraser, The Sunday Times"Eric Ives has made it unnecessary for anyone else

to even make the attempt [to write a biography of Anne Boleyn]. The Life and Death of Anne

Boleyn is a stunning portrait of the most controversial woman ever to have been queen consort

of England." The Independent on Sunday"Eric Ives, a scholar utterly at home in early Tudor

politics, has been writing about the Boleyns for more than two decades. His book represents a

triumphant culmination of all that research, presented with clarity, wit and human sympathy."

Diarmaid MacCulloch, The Telegraph"Ives has written an excellent book on Anne Boleyn. Its

great strength is its sophisticated understanding of aristocratic women's involvement in 16th-

century politics, and precisely how this worked in practice. ...Ives rises effectively to the human

drama of Anne Boleyn's life and in the process illuminates both the inner workings of the Tudor

court and its relationship to the larger dramas of the Reformation and European politics." Jane

Stevenson, Scotland on Sunday"The best full-length life of Anne Boleyn and a monument to

investigative scholarship." David Starkey"Magnificently researched. Eric Ives has written the

finest, most accurate study of Anne Boleyn we are ever likely to possess. He leaves no stone

unturned in his quest to discover the truth. Never has the historical Anne been so satisfyingly

portrayed." John Guy"What is most exciting about The Life and Death of Anne Boleyn is not

just that it has confirmed and solidified Ives's earlier work and presented it in a more

accessible format. (Like John Guy, Ives has discovered that the Starkey model really does work

and that popularisation -- 'to place among the people' -- should not be a term of opprobrium.)

Rather, it is the development in methodology, the indication that cultural studies and the history

of the book have provided us with new ways to evaluate evidence, to interpret the past." The

Spectator"Eric Ives achieves the notable feat of combining magisterial historical authority with

a gripping style, and sets the reader's mind buzzing with debate about the complex reasons

behind the astounding events of Anne's life." Times Literary Supplement"[Ives] delicately

pieces together a believable identity ... [and] gives, too, a lucid and coherent exposition of the

circumstances that led to Anne's death." The Guardian"What Ives doesn't know ... about the

high politics and court life of Henry VIII's England will either never be known or is not worth

knowing. If there is a truth about Anne Boleyn's rise and fall, he will tell it to us." London

Review of Books"There is no questioning the impact of Professor Eric Ives on the

historiography of Tudor England. There is a keen sense of the evidence, of diplomatic affairs, of

the minutiae of the record and its context. The writing is fluent and well-paced, drawing the



reader along." The Tyndale Society Journal"This is a moving and compelling account by an

author who is the absolute master of his subject. I read it with great excitement and

admiration." Susan Brigden, Lincoln College, Oxford"Ives demonstrates triumphantly the

potential of the biographical approach in a pre-modern setting. He evinces a deep empathy for

his subject without ever becoming an apologist for her, and ... he provides a narrative which is

genuinely moving. He has also given us a fully rounded and persuasive account of Anne’s life

as a whole, and its significance for understanding the politics and political culture of the early

Tudor decades." Reviews in History"The best book on Anne Boleyn ever written. This is a must

for all lovers of Tudor history, academics and general readers alike." Alison Weir, BBC History

Magazine Books of the Year"Eric Ives has cut through the myths and misconceptions. The

result surpasses all previous work.When Ives describes Anne herself. he is utterly convincing."

Renaissance QuarterlyBook DescriptionAnne Boleyn is the most notorious of Englands

queens, but more famous for her death as an adulterer than for her life. Henrys second wife

and mother of Elizabeth I, Anne was the first English queen to be publicly executed. Yet what

do we know of the achievements and legacy of her short reign?In The Life and Death of Anne

Boleyn Eric Ives provides the most detailed and convincing portrait we have of the queen. He

reveals a person of intellect with a passion for the new culture of the Renaissance, a woman

who made her way in a mans world by force of education and personality. She played a

powerful and independent role in the faction-ridden court of Henry VIII and the unceasing

struggle for royal favour that was Tudor politics. The consequences can still be detected today.

Indeed, Ives shows that it was precisely because Anne was a powerful figure in her own right

that it needed a coup to bring her down. She had to be stopped even by a lie.From the Inside

FlapAnne Boleyn is the most notorious of England’s queens, but more famous for her death as

an adulterer than for her life. Henry’s second wife and mother of Elizabeth I, Anne was the first

English queen to be publicly executed. Yet what do we know of the achievements and the

legacy of her short reign?In The Life and Death of Anne Boleyn, Eric Ives provides the most

detailed and convincing portrait we have of the queen. He reveals a person of intellect with a

passion for the new culture of the Renaissance, a woman who made her way in a man’s world

by force of education and personality. She played a powerful and independent role in the

faction-ridden court of Henry VIII and the unceasing struggle for royal favour that was Tudor

politics. The consequences can still be detected today. Indeed, Ives shows that it was precisely

because Anne was a powerful figure in her own right that it needed a coup to bring her down.

She had to be stopped – even by a lie.From the Back CoverAnne Boleyn is the most notorious

of England’s queens, but more famous for her death as an adulterer than for her life. Henry’s

second wife and mother of Elizabeth I, Anne was the first English queen to be publicly

executed. Yet what do we know of the achievements and the legacy of her short reign?In The

Life and Death of Anne Boleyn, Eric Ives provides the most detailed and convincing portrait we

have of the queen. He reveals a person of intellect with a passion for the new culture of the

Renaissance, a woman who made her way in a man’s world by force of education and

personality. She played a powerful and independent role in the faction-ridden court of Henry

VIII and the unceasing struggle for royal favour that was Tudor politics. The consequences can

still be detected today. Indeed, Ives shows that it was precisely because Anne was a powerful

figure in her own right that it needed a coup to bring her down. She had to be stopped – even

by a lie.About the AuthorEric Ives is Emeritus Professor of English History at the University of

Birmingham. Ives has written widely on Tudor history, the history of law, and on the

development of modern higher education. In 2001 he was awarded an OBE for services to

history and the University of Birmingham.Read more
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Hilal Emekci, “as it was said before this book is based on probably the best and the most

objective research of anne boleyn. I am literally shocked seeing those comments of whom

found this book 'impossible to read and interpret'. I'm not even a native english speaker maybe

not even an 'advanced leaner' but I had no problem whatsoever understanding this book.

Besides, as it was said before this book is based on probably the best and the most objective

research of anne boleyn. I think the only part I got confused was why the Tudor tradition of

arrest first and interrogate later, was not applied regarding the case of anne boleyn, and how a

husband who writes in the hopes of 'heirs male' by his 'most dearly and entirely beloved wife'

on 24th of april and gives his consent to a commision of 'oyer and terminer' on 27th. But I

dismiss it since I'm not a native speaker so it could be that I'm the problem with the reading,

not the author. Some points Ives' made I believe are crucial corcerning the case of anne

boleyn; such as incredibility of most of chapuys' remarks about her married life with the king,

her miscarriage of a so-called 'shapeless mass of flesh' and his allegation that the king had

confessed that 'he was bewitched by her'. Most of the authors I've read so far claim such

unbelievable things about anne boleyn with no basis other than chapuys' letters. I don't believe

this kind of research is anything but trash, literally. Another crucial point is the Cromwell factor.

And I appreciated understading gradually of why he wanted to get rid of the queen to save his

own head and pocket for a foreseeable future and how did he manage to succeeded in his

notorious coup. According to Ives, cromwell was the one to blame, not the king. But how a man

who shows signs of how much he loves and wants to keep his wife changed his mind and truly



believed these accusations rapidly is a mystery. Ives implies that oncerning henry, changing his

mind in 24 hours is quite possible. Ives also rebukes some myths and gets the reader have a

sigh of relief about long-repeated stories such as henry was long tired of his second wife and

after the miscarriage of a son in january 1536 he was already trying to find a way to get rid of

her. This contradicts with his unwillingles to embrace an imperial alliance in the hope that

charles v may find himself vulnerable in the possibility of an anglo-french alliance at last and

accept anne as queen unconditionally, and many such details. And he regards the birth of

elizabeth as a sigh of relief for henry and not a disappoinment as many historians suggests,

since it probably assured henry that he can after all beget children after years of barenness. I

personally believe that Ives portrayal of anne boleyn is by far the most objective one.

Apparently, for her part, she died for no reason whatsoever. Lack of a son was her greatest

vulnerability, yet without that inconceivable coup which cromwell staged with mary's

supporters, including the seymour faction, her place as queen and the boleyn faction would

stay secured. Since it is obvious that anne was more fertile than katherine (she concieved at

three times-maybe more, if true as suggested by other scholars- in a row in just three years,

while katherine conceived 6 times in 15 years time when she was sexually active with the king

before he ceased trying to make her pregnant) and expected to produce (or conceive) more, as

Ives argues. And I personally mourn at such a nasty end for a woman like anne boleyn. She

was neither a saint, nor a witch, or a malicious woman who seeks nothing but her own profit,

but just likesome other women of her time, a victim of an androcentric period, where the

struggle of women to survive is hard, but to undermine them is so simple and easy. Had she

lived, I can't even imagine how different things would be, it would be for the better of the

reformation in england i guess, and many horrible changes in henry's personality.”

Phil Clapham, “Brilliant: as good a portrait as we are ever likely to have. At noon on Friday the

19th of May 1536, the dark-haired Anne Boleyn stood on a scaffold at Tower Green inside the

Tower of London, surrounded by a thousand spectators. After a brief speech in which she was,

as convention required, suitably submissive but in which she notably did not admit to any

crime, she exposed her long, slender neck, tied up her hair, and knelt to await a blow from the

sword of the French executioner who had been imported for the occasion. A moment later, as

she prayed aloud for Christ to save her soul, she was beheaded. Thus died one of the more

extraordinary women from a country whose long history is certainly not short of remarkable

characters.Long ago, the hopelessly romantic Teenage Me developed something of a historical

crush on Anne Boleyn - along with a parallel detestation of Henry VIII, that most self-indulgent

and odious of English monarchs.Warning: digression... Said Teenage Me and his descendant,

Middle-Aged Me, have long been fascinated with the wonderful mystery of who anonymously

sends roses to Anne's grave at the Tower of London each May 19th, a tradition which has been

maintained over many lifetimes. Spookily enough, I have on more than one occasion found

myself at the Tower - usually taking friends and not thinking about the date - during the week of

May 19th when the roses are there. Evidently Mistress Boleyn and I have some weird karmic

connection.Okay, having now established myself as a fruit loop (really, I'm not), let us to this

book proceed. First, this is a work of historical scholarship (albeit a very readable one), so if

you're looking for a racy, romantic account along the lines of Anne of a Thousand Days... well,

this isn't it. It does presume some basic knowledge of English history and a general idea of

who some of the leading characters were (e.g. Katherine of Aragon, Thomas Wolsey, Thomas

Cromwell). Although there is a genealogy chart at the beginning, it wouldn't have killed the

author to provide a sort of Dramatis Personae for readers who weren't raised in England (or on



PBS specials).That said, I have read a number of biographies of Anne Boleyn over the years,

and none comes close to this one in its careful scholarship and attention to historical detail.

Ives gives us an astonishingly thorough portrait of Boleyn and her times, but still manages to

(for the most part) not lose the reader's attention in the wealth of information and interpretation.

Ives writes with the authority and confidence of one who clearly knows every aspect of his

subject. Here is a remarkably balanced rendering of the story of this extraordinary woman,

whose intelligence and political skill even her many detractors did not deny. Ives fills out the

typically scant portrait of Anne, showing her to be a woman who was almost uniquely

independent and spirited for a female of her time. It is hardly surprising that Henry was

ineluctably charmed, and subsequently obsessed.Ives repeatedly emphasizes the singular,

remarkable fact that - unusually for a time when marriages were almost entirely about alliances

or property - Henry married Anne for love (or at least out of passion). Furthermore, he did so at

the cost of immense political and religious upheaval; the resulting annulment of his long-

standing marriage to Katherine of Aragon, and his assumption of an unprecedented role as

head of the Church (ousting the Pope), did much to advance the cause of religious reformation

not only in England but across Europe as well. It would be simplistic to attribute all this to Anne

Boleyn (who Ives shows to be clearly reform-minded), but it is interesting to ponder whether

such a radical change - one that in a very real sense diverted the course of European history -

would have occurred had that romantic obsession not been fomented in the breast of this

selfish, impulsive King of England.There is sometimes, perhaps, rather too much information

here; but readers who do not wish to learn the small details of Anne's religious beliefs, life at

court, interest in art (et cetera) can easily skip some sections of the book. But on a broader

scale, much of the book's value lies in Ives' careful interpretation of events. Time and again, he

weighs the evidence in support of or against a particular interpretation of issues, acts and

motives, sifting through often partisan contemporary (or later) accounts of who did or said

what, and why, and providing for his readers a level-headed and circumspect judgment.While

scholarly historical biographies can rarely be described as page-turners, Ives keeps things

consistently interesting; and towards the end, his account of how Thomas Cromwell ruthlessly

exploited events to turn Henry against Anne in a stunningly short period of time - she went

from "entirely beloved wife" to beheaded in less than a month - is a compelling read.Personally,

I would like to have seen a little more emotion in Ives' account. His is very much the

perspective of the objective (and, frankly, male) historian, though his obvious admiration for his

subject is always just beneath the surface, and sympathy occasionally leaks through into the

upper layers of his writing. Towards the e nd, his disgust at both Henry and at Cromwell

becomes undisguised, and there is no missing the change in tone to one of advocacy for the

Queen (he rejects outright that there was ever any substance to the trumped-up accusations

against her). And there is no doubting the tremendous achievement of this book in giving us

as thorough a portrait as is possible of Anne Boleyn, the remarkable and ultimately tragic

Queen Consort who changed the course of history.Ironically, it is Thomas Cromwell's

assessment of Anne that seems most succinct today: that she possessed "intelligence, spirit

and courage". This will certainly not be the last biography of this extraordinary woman, but it is

hard to imagine anyone bettering Ives' fascinating account down the road.”

Beverly Diehl, “If You're Looking For Detail, You Won't Be DIsappointed. An exhaustive (and

sometimes exhausting) look at the Queen who changed the course of English and world

history. What this book does very well is examine all the minutiae we have of the Anne Boleyn

period, from inventories of plate and bed hangings, to portraits and jewelry. And it dissects and



analyzes all the accounts we have of this happening and that, judging why this account based

on rumor is likely to be true, and why the other may not.Where it failed for me is conveying an

emotional connection to Anne Boleyn herself. It feels a bit cold, and detached, and parts are

tedious - pages upon pages about each cup and prayer book, though if you're fascinated by

such things, you'll be in antique heaven.Still, there are many, many details here I've not found

in other books about Anne or this period, so it's invaluable as a reference. It takes the point of

view that Anne's downfall was due more to Cromwell seeing her as a threat and taking her and

her "party" out of the way, than by the King seeking to dispose of her in order to marry Jane

Seymour (not that he wasted any time doing so). Definitely belongs on the shelf of all Tudor-

philes.”

Dave, “The Bible Written by Ives on Anne Boleyn.. Firstly, if you wish a quick lesson under 500

pages on Henry VIII wife Anne Boleyn then you are most certainly in the wrong place. You

need to find another book, after all there are enough books on Anne Boleyn.This book delves

deeply into Anne's life and Ives has obviously done his homework. It is by far the most

important book on Anne Boleyn I have ever read and do not expect anything to come close to

this work.There is no point in me dissecting the book any further than it has been done below.

There are some reviews below that I thought were a great deal more helpful than I could

possibly give. All I can say is I am proud to own a book on a woman who was for a time one of

the most influential and powerful in England and a main contributer of the Reformation.Finally

you will notice that you will want to read some of these reviews before parting with your hard

earned money. You will continue to notice a multitude of 5 Stars a couple of 4 and a single 1.

Yes, you read 1. Now reading the reason for this score is exactly the same as me ordering a

book on Chinese and scoring it 1 because I could not understand it. It is under the heading of '

Terrible. ' If I thought it would make any difference I would ask for it to be removed. Personally, I

am disgusted with the remark and believe it should be removed.You can now STOP looking for

the ultimate Book on Anne Boleyn, Ives has created the very last word.This Book has been

named The Bible On Anne and I believe that is exactly what it is.Eric Ives....this is truly a

Masterpiece.”

Roman Clodia, “(4.5 stars) Academically rigorous yet still an engrossing read. (4.5 stars)Ives

has been studying Anne Boleyn and the early Tudor court for a large part of his scholarly

career and this book is a fine testament to his research skills and knowledge. Elegant,

authoritative, with full attention to the historical sources and their agendas, this assesses in

detail what we can know about Anne Boleyn.By navigating his way through the slander, the

innuendo, the sensationalism and the prurience that has accrued around the Boleyn name

from the time she emerged into Henry's court in the early 1520s, Ives gives us a historicised

and plausible Anne, one untainted by recent fictions (The Other Boleyn Girl, The Tudors) and

some of the more unprofessional `popular' historians.My only query is why Ives' discussion on

the sources is chapter 4, after we have already made use of some of them? That apart, this is

exemplary history writing - substantial, rigorous and academically-impeccable, yet still an

entertaining and compelling read.”

Plantagenet, “The definitive history of Henry VIII's second wife. This is essentially a revised

version of Ives' Anne Boleyn published in back in 1986. if you have read the 1986 book you

may feel that it's not necessary to buy this new version and, it has to be admitted, you are

probably right. Having said that, this new treatment is not a simple re-hash of the previous



volume, it does have differences and new thinking is evident. Both books carry Ives' hallmarks

of erudite scholarship, keen perception and unparalleled understanding of his subject. It is

doubtful that his work on Anne will ever be bettered. Ives examines every avenue of her story

as he pieces together an in depth narrative built upon an appreciation of a wide range of

source material. Not the least important aspect of the work is that it gives Anne her rightful

place in the history of the English Reformation: for example, by influencing Henry's reading of

key reformed texts and gathering about her an influential circle of reformers. To modern eyes,

too many innocent heads were separated from their bodies under the Tudors, including that of

Anne herself. But she was so much more than just another woman who dallied with and

married a king.Some reviewers here have clearly found the book hard going. In fairness,this is

not a lightweight offering. Ives is never superficial. Those looking for a 'fast food' approach to

their history reading will almost certainly lack the staying power that this work demands of its

readers and so would best look elsewhere for their entertainment but be warned, in doing so,

they will be the poorer for it. On the other hand, if you are someone prepared to stay the

course, to have your preconceptions challenged as you seek to develop a deeper appreciation

of the past then this book is highly recommended. Get yourself a copy of Ives' book and

prepare to be engaged and enthralled.”

Kitty, “If you are a huge Tudor history fan or just a fan of Anne herself then I would recommend

this book. Thorough, thorough, thorough. I don't know what else I expected from an Eric Ives

biography but this book had an incredible amount of research and discussed her life so

thoroughly from childhood to her unfortunate execution. Eric Ives challenges myths often

disputed between scholars for example if Anne had any notable deformities and her most

probably birth date to name a few. If you are a huge Tudor history fan or just a fan of Anne

herself then I would recommend this book, however it is a very longwinded and challenging

read not for the faint-hearted as no detail is spared.”

The book by Arnold Rampersad has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 382 people have provided

feedback.
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